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Taking our first steps
by William Freund, President

It is incredible to think that only three
months ago we began our work here at the
Foundation. Lots has happened in these past
three months!
With the help of our friends at the Gunster
Yoakley law firm, we incorporated in the
State of Florida and also filed our paperwork
to receive our 501c3 tax-exempt non-profit
organization designation. We are still
waiting for that to come through but we
expect to have it very soon.
Our web site, Facebook page, and Instagram
account have been created and are up and
running.
We now have 7 Contributing Photographers
including 2 Student Contributors. You will
hear from two of our contributors in this
newsletter with Ursula writing “Knowing
your Subject” for us and Marius sending in a
“From the Field” report all the way from Tuli,
Botswana. Thank you both!
These past months also saw the
development of two very special
relationships with our Associated
Foundations. Both of these organizations
are key in helping us fulfill our mission:

•

•

ACOTOMBAS is an association
locate in El Salvador that focuses
on rescuing sea turtles and we will
be supporting them with a
monetary donation to help them
cover the expenses of the turtle
nursery.
The Yellowstone Association is a
non-profit focused on connecting
people to Yellowstone National
Park and our natural world through
education. Please make sure you
read the “Yellowstone Association”
section in the following pages to
learn about our donation to them.

On the educational front, we began to work
with local students by having Raymond
Gehman, a National Geographic
photographer, teach an iphonography class
as well as leading our first meetup.

Yellowstone
Association

iphonography
Class

Flamingo Gardens
Photo Meetup

Knowing your
Subject

So, we’ve been busy but there’s lots more to
come and lots more to do, and we are
looking forward to it!

From the Field
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Donation to
Yellowstone
Association
We are very proud that the Yellowstone
Association has agreed to become one of our
Associated Foundations.
Associated Foundations are other
foundations that, after careful vetting, we
decide to support because they help us fulfill
our mission.
The Yellowstone Association is the
educational arm of Yellowstone National
Park and a global leader in environmental
education. Since its inception in 1933, the YA
has provided over $59 million in support of
Yellowstone National Park.
The Yellowstone Association Institute is an
important part of the Yellowstone
Association. Since 1976, its programs have
introduced thousands of students to the
park’s natural wonders. Programs range from
one day to three weeks in length, and
highlight the park’s amazing wildlife,

geothermal areas, rich history and aweinspiring wilderness.
Our donation of camera equipment and
printers will be used primarily in two of the
Institute’s programs:
•
•

My Yellowstone Adventure
Yellowstone for Families

We look forward to a long and productive
relationship with the Yellowstone
Association!

DONATION QUICK FACTS
50 Nikon AW130 All Weather Cameras
65 Camera cases
5 Canon Wireless Portable Printers
55 16GB SD cards

iphonography Class Sponsored
During the month of February
we sponsored an
iphonography class at the
David Posnack Jewish Day
School. The class was taught
by National Geographic
photographer Raymond
Gehman and was attended
by middle school and high
school students.
Students learned the
incredible power that
smart phones have when
used as cameras including
learning about some of the
many photography specific apps available.

Raymond used many of his images taken
with an iPhone to illustrate the possibilities
and went through some of his favorite apps
in detail.
We had a total of 30 participants for the class
and Raymond really did an awesome job!
Thank you Raymond!
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Flamingo Gardens Photo Meetup
A few days after the iphonography class we had our first Photo Meetup! We invited National Geographic photographer Raymond
Gehman to help us out once again and he was kind enough to agree.
15 students showed up to Flamingo Gardens in Davie, Florida for an afternoon of shooting and learning with Raymond. As you can see
from the images below, there was a variety of subjects to shoot there. Raymond was great at working with every one of the students.
After the meetup the students were asked to submit five of their favorite images and Raymond selected three winners as well as three
honorable mentions. The first place winner received a $75 gift card to B&H Photo, second place received a $50 gift card, and third
place received a $25 gift card.
We are in the process of planning our next Photo Meetup, so stand by for further news on that!
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Elements of Dynamic Wildlife Photos
Knowing your Subject
by Ursula Dubrick, Contributing Photographer

How does knowing your subject help you get dynamic and unique images? Looking for unique animal behavior, and studying your subjects’ behavior
is an important part of capturing dynamic wildlife images. Anyone can get an image of a bird, for example. I want to see it doing something that tells
me a story or shows me something about its life that I don’t see every day. By simply observing your subject you will be able to anticipate its behavior
and be ready to take incredible images.

A few elements to consider: does the image reflect action or interaction, does it
tell a story, and do you feel an emotion when viewing the image?
By observing a Sandhill Crane nest I was able to watch the parents take the
baby for morning walks. Several times I saw the mom gently sit down on the
baby to keep it warm. This was the moment to focus on the mom. I had seen
the baby poke its head up several times through mom’s feathers, but was not
able to get the shot. After several attempts I did get this image; a unique
photograph illustrating interaction between mom and her baby.
ISO 640
f/5.6, 1/250 sec.

I recently located a tree where Barred Owls had nested. Two baby owls were in the same
tree, and while they were cute, I found the parents engaging in unique behavior I had not
seen before. Several times they flew to the same tree branch and appeared to be preening or
displaying affection to one another. I was able to anticipate this occurring and capture this
unique and heartwarming image of the owls in an affectionate pose.

ISO 1600
f/8, 1/400 sec.

Images where parents are protecting or providing for their young provide an insight
into how hard their life is. While photographing a Least Tern colony, I observed one
parent staying on the nest with the baby, while the other flew off to bring food. The
parent remaining on the nest had to protect the baby from Ghost Crabs or predatory
birds. The other parent would regularly fly in with food for the baby. The baby would
be overwhelmed with excitement when it saw fish being delivered. Anticipating the
baby’s excitement enabled me to eventually capture this image.
ISO 160
f/11, 1/800 sec.
Most wildlife photographers try to capture new and unique perspectives in animal behavior. Whether it is observing behavior related to nesting,
attracting a mate, hunting or eating, just getting a chance to be outdoors to observe and photograph animal behavior is an amazing experience.
Knowing something about your subjects’ behavior will allow you to anticipate its movements and create dynamic images

.
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From the field – Tuli, Botswana
by Marius Swart, Contributing Photographer
This female cheetah with her four cubs of around 6-months old, were frequently seen during our 2 weeks in Tuli.
They were rather skinny and desperate-looking when we first encountered them and made a botched hunt on some impala.
We saw them again a day or so
later, still not having had a
meal, and they headed off into
a patch we couldn’t reach.
Late that afternoon we
returned to the area to find
them reclining in the open with
signs that they had managed
to kill something small but
sufficient to see them through.
Fortune favoured us and we
had two more sightings of
them and on the last
encounter, they were found on
an impala kill which fed them
very well and secured their
wellbeing.
This particular shot was taken
one morning when I
positioned us in such a spot so
as to have the approaching
eles “push” the cheetah
towards us.
Hoping to get a shot of the cheetah in the foreground and eles in the backdrop, we were rewarded with a few opportunities despite the diffused
light from an overcast day.
(Marius is co-owner and one of the guides at Clearly Africa which provides private guided safaris throughout southern Africa. You can find out more
about them at www.clearlyafrica.com)
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